
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Monday, August 16, 2021 - 10:00 AM 

 
 

 
Stephanie DeZalia, Chairperson 
Joe Giordano, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman DeZalia called this Personnel Meeting to order at 10:00 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Charlie 
Harrington, Roy Holzer, Steve McNally, James Monty, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeff Subra, 
Ike Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller. Robin DeLoria, Joseph Giordano, Ken Hughes, 
and Noel Merrihew had been previously excused. 

 
Department Heads present: Judy Garrison, Dan Manning, Jennifer Mascarenas and Dan Palmer.  
 
News Media present: Tim Rowland – Sun Community News. 
 
DEZALIA: Good morning, we’ll call this Personnel Administration meeting to order and we’ll start 
with Jen Mascarenas, the Personnel Officer.  
 
MASCARENAS: Good morning.  
 
DEZALIA: Good morning Jennifer.  
 
MASCARENAS: I don’t have anything in addition to my monthly report, unless anyone has any 
questions for me.  
 
DEZALIA: Anyone have anything for Jen? No, okay, thank you.  
 
MASCARENAS: Thank you 
 

******************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was Judith Garrison, Clerk of the Board reporting as follows:  
 

DEZALIA: Okay, Judy, Clerk of the Board.  
 
GARRISON: Good morning, I submitted a monthly report. I don’t have anything in addition to that, 
unless anyone has any questions.  
 
GILLILLAND: Next month we have the NYSAC convention in Syracuse and that Monday, which 
is the 13th I believe?  
 
GARRISON: Yes 
 
GILLILLAND: Is this committee and there will be a number of committee chairman that will not be 
there, so the question I want to put to the Board is do you want to shift that meeting to Thursday?  
 
GARRISON: The 16th 
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GILLILLAND: Or just to push those committee’s business to Ways and Means the following week?  
 
GARRISON: Public Safety is the one that we don’t have the Chair and the Vice Chair will be up 
at the conference, so I don’t know if you want to move it? Steve you are the Chair of Public Safety.  
 
MCNALLY: Yeah, I’m not going to be here.  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, so we can hold it on Thursday morning or shift Public Safety to Ways and 
Means?  
 
GARRISON: Because you’re going to be at the conference on Monday, that Monday.  
 
MCNALLY: Yeah, move it to Thursday, probably.  
 
GILLILLAND: Is it okay with everybody have the committees on Thursday the 16th versus Monday 
the 13th?  
 
WINEMILLER: So, all of them?  
 
DEZALIA: Thursday, the 16th.  
 
WINEMILLER: I’m sorry, Shaun, I just wanted to clarify, is it all of those meetings?  
 
GILLILLAND: We’re going to shift them.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
 
WINEMILLER: Okay 
 
DEZALIA: Okay Judy?  
 
GARRISON: If everyone is okay with that.  
 
WINEMILLER: To the 19th?  
 
PALMER: No, what day is it Jude?  
 
GARRISON: No, the 16th is a Thursday in September.  
 
WINEMILLER: I was looking at August.  
 
DEZALIA: So, we’re just going to do that?  
 
GARRISON: Yeah, we don’t need a resolution or anything, we can just schedule them.  
 
DEZALIA: Okay, thank you. Anything else for Judy? Okay, thank you.  
 

******************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was Daniel Manning, County Attorney reporting as follows:  
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MANNING: I have a couple of things. We currently have a lease with George Briggs for 2,000 
square foot building; which we are storing all our public documents at that lease expires on August 
31st of this year. So, we need to renew it. He’s asking us to renew it for an additional 5 years. The 
original rent per year was $4,800.00, during the last 5-year term and he’s looking for $5,000.00 
for an additional 5-year term. I’ve run this by Jim Dougan and I agree with him. We don’t have 
anywhere else to store our public documents, until we figure out down the line what we might be 
doing with other purchases that we might make, buildings. So, I don’t know what Dan’s position 
is on this, but we have to make a decision one way or another, if we want to rent, the term can 
change, if you don’t want 5, we can ask for 3, but we need to do that.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, at this point I would recommend that we renew the lease for the 5 years. Even if 
we were able to move to the school or some other location it would still take some time to organize 
and get everything else out of there and ready to be take care of, I guess. So, you know at the 
$5,000.00 a year, I don’t think that’s unreasonable and it provides us with a place that will meet 
our needs for the short term.  
 
MANNING: Okay, so the resolution would be entering into a lease with George Briggs for the 
same building for the period September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2025, at a yearly rental of 
$5,000.00.  
 
DEZALIA: Okay, so moved by Tom. Seconded by Clayton.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH GEORGE 
BRIGGS FOR THE RENTAL OF A STORAGE BUILDING FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 
2021 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2025, AT A YEARLY RENTAL OF $5,000.00. 
Scozzafava, Barber 
 
DEZALIA: Discussion? All in favor? Opposed? So moved.  
 
MANNING: Okay I sent out last week and I just gave you guys, in case you wanted to looked at 
it again, a memo on a settlement regarding the opioid litigation with Johnson and Johnson, 
Janssen, Ortho-McNeil, they’re all commonly known as J&J. It’s one pharmaceutical company. 
The lawyers who are representing us have recommended that we settle with these individuals. 
The total settlement across the board is $229, almost $230 million and as my memo says, we get 
the money in two components. A base, which would be, you get the money for doing nothing and 
then the second payment which is basically we would use the money for the litany of things and 
I put it in there. You know, people in treatment, addressing the needs to the criminal justice 
system; which is important, supporting first responders; which we could use, opioid treatment and 
abatement, etc. So, we need, we’re going to get approximately $213,600.00, we may get more. 
This is basically a carve out from the federal, there is a federal litigation going on. So, is this the 
least we can get, if the federal litigation realizes more, than we will get a little bit more. So, like I 
said, $213,600.00 over a 10-year period. We would get the first three years right off the bat, in a 
lump sum for a $113,402.00. So, basically we need a resolution to this effect. We’re, as we can 
see, Essex County is only getting a 0.367 share of the overall amount. So, it’s not a heck of a lot, 
but as we’ve done before, I think we realize the $800,000.00 - $900,000.00 in prior litigation, these 
will all add up, you know $200.00-$300.00 there, $700,000.00 there, $50,000.00 there, as I said, 
this is only one defendant in the opioid litigation. So, attached to this on the 4th page, I’ll just read 
the body of the resolution and then we can make a motion, second, and discussion and vote.  
It is a resolution approving the Janssen New York Statewide opioid settlement agreement 
between participating subdivisions and Janssen; the execution of a New York State opioid 
settlement sharing agreement between the State of New York and its subdivisions; the execution 
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of a New York subdivision election and release form; and any and all necessary pertinent 
documents required to settle Essex County’s interest in the current New York State litigation 
involving Janssen. So, with that being said, you’re also, by this resolution not only authorizing the 
settlement, but you’re authorizing the County Chairman or your County Manager to execute two 
documents. One is a settlement sharing document; which New York State, that’s where we’re 
getting that .36%; you’re agreeing to that. The second is an agreement to settle with Janssen and 
then and release for Janssen, releasing them from any all further liability and settlement of the 
amounts.  
So, I need a motion, a second, discussion and roll.  
 
DEZALIA: Joe Pete moved, and Tom second.  
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE JANSSEN NEW YORK STATEWIDE OPIOID SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PARTICIPATING SUBDIVISIONS AND JANSSEN; THE 
EXECUTION OF A NEW YORK STATE OPIOD SETTLEMENT SHARING AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE STATE OF NEW YORK AND ITS SUBDIVISIONS; THE EXECUTION OF A 
NEW YORK SUBDIVISION ELECTION AND RELEASE FORM; AND ANY AND ALL 
NECESSARY PERTINENT DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO SETTLE ESSEX COUNTY’S 
INTEREST IN THE CURRENT NEW YORK STATE LITIGATION INVOLVING JANSSEN 
Wilson, Scozzafava 
 
DEZALIA: Discussion?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Dan, I hear you say that this money could be used for DMV?  
 
MANNING: This money has to be used for various programs and uses connected to opioid abuse.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Alright 
 
MANNING: I don’t know about DMV, I said one of the things it can be used for is your EMS people.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: That’s what I meant was EMS.  
 
MANNING: Yes, yes, it can be used for EMS purposes, for training, recognition, things of that 
nature.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, how would Dan make a determination, I mean that where I would like to see 
that money go to, because that’s… 
 
PALMER: I think I would come back to you with a budget line item that defines what we’re going 
to use that particular portion for.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you.  
 
MANNING: Your welcome.  
 
WINEMILLER: Dan, it doesn’t say here how that attorney that represented was being paid? 
 
MANNING: That’s a good question. They’re not being paid out of our proceeds. They’re getting 
paid from a different lump sum of the amount of the proceeds.  
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WINEMILLER: Okay, so this is net to the county?  
 
MANNING: This is net to the county, just involving the litigation with J&J, that pharmaceutical 
company.  
 
WINEMILLER: Okay, thank you.  
 
MANNING: That’s a good question. Neither are any of the administration expenses, all that’s 
covered, we’re getting from this company only, the $213,000.00 and maybe more, because it’s of 
a federal.  
 
WINEMILLER: Is that true of all the litigation?  
 
MANNING: Yes 
 
WINEMILLER: So, we don’t have to… 
 
MANNING: Well, New York City and Nassau County have a little bit different thing going on, but 
I’m not really privy to what they’re doing, but pretty much, yes. What you see is what you get is 
what you get out of that, what was it? $229 million, yeah, almost $230 million, everybody is getting 
a percentage and it’s the net.  
 
WINEMILLER: Okay, thank you.  
 
DEZALIA: Anyone else? All in favor? Opposed? Moved 
 
MANNING: Okay, thank you and the last thing I have is I sent you earlier the budget, the current 
Year 3 budget on the Office of Indigent Legal Services Hurrell-Herring Grant, year 3 we were 
budgeted $679,000.00 the budget, what this Hurrell-Herring Grant has done, it’s a 5 year grant, 
as you know every year it goes up, and by the 5th year we should have $1.2 million at our disposal 
and so we’re running out of things to spend it on, which is kind of funny, because we are always 
cash poor, but there are requisites, but you should know that Brandon Boutelle and his office have 
worked very hard on this budget, so have I. we have had numerous, numerous, nauseating 
conversations with these guys, but we have established the Office of Conflict Defender which is 
completely paid for by this grant, as well as the Office of Assigned Counsel Administration, that’s 
completely paid off by this grant. We’re going to have a data officer and grant administrator, which 
will be completely paid for by this grant. The salary increases for the Public Defender and his 
deputies and assistants have all been paid from this. There’s been a new Public Defender that’s 
been hired. His salary and fringes are all going to be paid from this. They have a social worker 
that soon will be hired. That salary and fringe will be paid from this. All the rental space. I think it’s 
$30,000.00 a year, over at the Funicane Building is now being paid by this program. As are all 
computers, all copiers, all books, all CLE, anything having to do with Public Defender, Conflict 
Defender, Assigned Counsel Administrator and Data Collector is all covered. So, that’s helping 
us tremendously, it covered some things that were also just county, partial county money. Blade 
server, I think it covers $75,000.00 of that and the underground conduit cable to hook that up. 
They are edging toward doing something with Family Court, which was the big, you know the 
elephant in the room with us, as far as expenses. I might have this wrong, but they were probably 
two and half time larger in expense than the criminal aspect; which this only deals with, but they’re 
looking at Family Court now and we are going to roll into the Assigned Counsel Administrator 
duties in the Year 4 budget, which we are now preparing Family Court Administration, too, so that 
will help. So, I just want to bring that up to you. I can ask, today, for you to approve this budget 
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that I submitted. It’s got to blessed by the powers that be, down in Albany first, technically. I guess 
I’ll wait, we’ll be doing it soon, so I just wanted to let you know.  
And that’s all I have unless you have any questions.  
 
DEZALIA: Anyone have any more questions for Dan? No, anything else to come before this 
Committee? Thank you 
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE, IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:15 AM.  
 
 
Respectively submitted,  
 
 
 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 


